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U.s. Says Soviet Survey Plane Is A iding Nicaragua 


í> 
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WASHINGTON, June 11 — The 
Wk Éte Houee aald today that a Sovtet 
reooaoataance plane baaed in Nicara- 
goa had beeo flylng misaions over that 
ctmtíy to help the Govemment there. 

**TWa ts the ftnt Ume that a Soviet 
phetoreconnaitsance aircraft has been 
Weed in Nicfcragua," said Edward P. 
DJer^lan, a White Houee apokeecnan, 

He eaid the piane carried “Soviet 
AaroAot markings and preeumably ia 
boAng flotm by Sovtet püota. M 

A ai DÉ Platra Uoo offtdala expressed 
ceilatoty that the plane's crew waa 
larg Wf or entirely Ruaeian. 

iWannouncetnent came houra after 
the Orector of Central Intelligence, 
Willlam J. Caaey, told about two dozen 
legislators that the Soviet Union waa 
now sending the aircrmft over Nicara- 
gua to help the Sandaniataa in gather- 
ing informaUon and inteUigenc*. 

Adminiatration officiala said aubae- 
quenUy that the plane, an Antcnov AN- 
30 reconnalssance aircraft, waa aaaiat- 
ing Managua in ita war againat United 
Statee-supported rebela. 

The dlaclosure comes about two 
weeks before the House of RepreaenU- 
tives plans to tafce up the Administra- 
tion’s requeat for $100 million in aid to 
the Nicaraguan rebels, known as con- 
tras. The Preaident is seeking $70 mil- 
lion in miliury aid and about $30 mil- 
üon for nonmlliUry purposes. 

In recent daya, the White Houae has 


stepped up iU efforU to gather Con- 
grtoaionai support for the meaaure, 
amid warninga of stepped up Soviet in- 
volvement in Nicaragua. Over the 
weekend, AdminiatraUon officials said 
that the Soviet Union had resumed dl- 
rect arma shipmenU to Managua and 
that a sizable cache of miliUry sup- 
plies had been delivered by a Soviet 
freighter to Nicaragua in earíy May. 

The disclosure today seemed de- 
signed to buttress the Administration's 
case in favor of aid to the rebela. 

Officials said President Reagan was 
scheduied to make the announcement j 
tonight at hla nationally broadcaat 
news conference, but was unwittingly 
upaUged by Mr. Casey. After the 
C.I.A. Director told the legislators in 
the aftemoon, several of the Congress - 1 
men who had attended the briefing dis- ! 
cussed the commenU with reporters, 
who then sought out clarif ication from j 
the White House. Late today, the Whitel 
House issued iU sUtement. \ 

Mr. Djerejian said: “A Soviet AN-30j 
photo reconnaissance aircraft has been 
recently identified in Nicaragua. The 
aircraft was seen at Sandino Intema- 
tional Airport in early May 1988/' 

"The aircraft carries Soviet Aeroflot 
markings and presumably is being 
flown by Soviet piloU," Mr. Djerejian 
said. "This is the first time that a 
Soviet photo reconnaissance aircraft 
has been based in Nicaragua. Such air- 
craft are capable of both photo recon- 
naissance and photo mapping opera- 
tions. Both such missions would be of 
assistance to the Sandinistas in their 


Responding to a question, Mr. Djere- 
jian said the aircraft "obviousiy glves 
the Sandinistas an enhanced capabillty 
to fight the resistance." 

The Antonov AN-30 generally carries 
a crew of five as well as two photogra- 
pher-surveyors. The range of the piane, 
which is the first speciaJized aerial sur- 
vey craft produced in the Soviet Unlon, 
is 1,634 miles, according to Jane’s All 
the Worid’s Aircraft. ! 

Mr. Casey made the initial dUciosure i 
about the Soviet piane to iegUlative! 
supporters of contra aid at a WhiU ! 
House meeting that was attended by 
Mr. Reagan and Secretary of SUte 
George P. Shultz. 

At the end of the meeting, a White 
House official said, several legislators 
asked Mr. Casey if the information was 
declassified. At that point, the C.I.A. 
Director tumed to the the White House 
national security adviser, Vice Adm. 
John M. Poindexter, and asked him. 
Admiral Poindexter, in turn, said the 
information was declassifled. 

RepresenUtlve E. Thomas Coleman, 
Republican of Missouri, quoted Mr. 
Casey as saying that "for the first time 
we have seen Soviet intelligence gath- 
ering flights over Nicaragua." 

The legislator said, “Obviously they 
are there to aid the SandlnUU forces, 
and flying support for them." 


counterinsurgency operations. The | 
plane has flown four missions since it 
has been to Nicaragua." 
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